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LOOP THE LOOP

FAMOUS AND ANXIOUS

Transportation may be a barrier for
students getting around the city, but
did you know we have a free public
trolley ready to take you through St.
Petersburg?

Anyone can have anxiety, including
celebrities, but it often goes unrecognized.
Many forget that celebrities are normal
people who deal with many of the same
struggles as everyone else.

VENUE COMEBACK
The State Theatre has been sitting in
construction limbo for months now.
But renovations are coming, and owner
Kevin Chadwick seeks to breathe new life
into the venue.
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Campus weighs in on consolidation

@USFSPCrowsNest

Who will be
the next USF
president?
By Anna Bryson
annabryson@mail.usf.edu
and Jonah Hinebaugh
jonahh@mail.usf.edu

T
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Student, Karly Taylor addresses the consolidation task force at the town hall, where she joined other students, faculty, staff
and members of the community in praising the campus and advocating for a beneficial transition.

By NANCY McCANN
Contributor
One after another, they came up
to the microphone to describe
what they called the special
features of USF St. Petersburg.
It is a unique campus with
strong ties to the community
it serves, some said. A place
that values diversity, close-

knit relationships and quality
instruction, said others.
Again and again, the task
force that is helping plan the
consolidation of the three
campuses in the USF system
heard that St. Petersburg should
not be swallowed up as it
returns to the control of Tampa.
More than 200 people packed
the USC ballroom last Tuesday
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USF President Judy Genshaft chats with Student Body
President Kaeden Kelso after the consolidation town hall
event.

THE CROW’S NEST
Since 1969

for a task force town hall
meeting, and 29 of them – many
speaking with evident emotion –
addressed the members.
They beseeched the task
force to recognize the flourishing
programs and distinct identity
of the campus, and some
urged university leaders to
help the campus capitalize on
St. Petersburg’s thriving arts
community by expanding arts
offerings here.
“St. Petersburg is in love with
making sure we are supporting
each other,” Chris Steinocher,
president and CEO of the St.
Petersburg Area Chamber of
Commerce, told the task force.
“We want to make sure everyone
is visible.
“The record number of
interns that are engaged with
our businesses — we are proud
of that. That’s momentum
that’s been built over these last
few years.”
The 13-member task force
must submit recommendations
on consolidation to the USF
system Board of Trustees by
Feb 15.
In a conference call with task
force members this summer,
chairman Jonathan Ellen – the
president and CEO of Johns
Hopkins All Children’s Hospital
in St. Petersburg – said it is

important for them to be “seen
listening” as they hear from
people on all three campuses.
At the town hall meeting,
they appeared to be listening.
But plans for the meeting did
not include reactions from
task force members to the
heartfelt comments they heard
from speakers.
“You can tell by the pens
moving around this table that
you were being heard,” Ellen
told the audience.
Ellen did not respond later
in the week when The Crow’s
Nest sought his reaction to the
town hall meeting. But USF
system President Judy Genshaft,
a task force member, said it “was
encouraging to hear from so
many passionate stakeholders in
St. Petersburg.”
For decades, the St.
Petersburg campus fell under the
control of Tampa – an era that
some St. Petersburg veterans
have called stifling and unhappy.
When St. Petersburg gained
independent accreditation in
2006, the campus grew, thrived
and became what Mayor Rick
Kriseman has called a “crown
jewel” of the city.

>> SEE CAMPUS on P2

he process of finding
a new University of
South Florida president
is already underway. Judy
Genshaft
announced
her
retirement Sept. 10 and the next
president will take office July 1.
In a Board of Trustees
meeting Friday, chair Brian
Lamb announced the search
committee that will help select
the seventh president of USF.
Lamb stressed that many
people not on the search
committee will also play a role in
selecting the next USF president.
The chair of the search
committee is Leslie Muma,
who joined the Board of Trustees
earlier this year. He graduated
from USF in 1966 and is a
Pinellas County resident. Muma
is the co-founder of Fiserv Inc., a
Fortune 500 company providing
technology products and services.
He retired from Fiserv in 2006.
He holds an honorary doctorate
of business administration from
USF in 2004.
“Les, as you know, has been
an outstanding leader in this
community and at the institution
in a number of ways,” Lamb
said. “I feel strongly that Les is
the right choice to help us elect
our seventh president.”
There are 14 other members
of the search committee, with
representation from all three
campuses.
Stephanie E. Goforth
USF alumna Stephanie
E. Goforth joined the BOT
in 2001., she holds multiple
positions, including chair of
the academics and campus
environment
committee.
She also chairs the USF St.
Petersburg Campus Board.
Outside of the university,
Goforth serves as senior
vice president of the east
region sales and marketing
and wealth management at
Northern Trust Corporation.
>> SEE PRESIDENT on P3
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USFSP unveils new Tesla solar battery
By Amy Diaz
amydiaz@mail.usf.edu

A

long-standing
partnership between USF
St. Petersburg and Duke
Energy has led to the addition of
a new Tesla battery solar storage
system for the parking garage.
The
unveiling
and
demonstration of the battery
took place Friday morning,
gathering a crowd of about 50
students and faculty on the top
floor of the garage.
The new battery system
manages the energy captured
by the million-dollar solar array,
which was installed in 2015
on top of the parking garage.
The battery can hold up to 250
kilowatts of energy and can be
used as a backup power source.
It is the only system of its kind
in commercial use in Florida.
Catherine Stempien, Duke
Energy’s state president in
Florida, spoke of her support
for solar energy and battery
storage during the reveal of the
new system.
“They are a clean energy
resource that provides a unique
and flexible grid reliability that
our customers want,” Stempien
said. “They can support critical
facilities, especially things like
hurricane shelters in the local
communities that we serve.”
In the event of a power
outage, the parking garage will
switch seamlessly to the battery
and continue to provide light,

functioning elevators and electric
vehicle charging stations.
Additionally, if the solar
system produces more energy
than is used, the extra energy
is fed back to Duke Energy’s
grid. It can monitor how much
energy is sent back and provide
USF St. Petersburg with a credit
for the value of that power.
“We’re also excited to
announce today a new digital
monitoring interface here
right on campus,” Stempien
said. “That’s going to allow
faculty and students to really
do real-time monitoring of the
solar system and use that in
their education.”
The monitoring kiosk, on
the first floor of the parking
garage, will display the amount
of solar energy captured as well
as how the energy is managed
by the system. The data is
also available online at https://
dashboards.epri.com/dukeusfsp-parking/dashboard.
George
Gurlaskie,
a
technology
evaluation
manager with Duke Energy,
demonstrated the monitoring
website and led the tour to the
Tesla battery on the first floor of
the garage.
The website provides a
dashboard of the microgrid
system, showing current battery
and solar performance, as well
as data collected over time.
“We can see currently
we’re making 33.1 kilowatts
and that’s live, what’s

happening right this second,”
Gurlaskie said. “We can also
see historically, since 2016, we
have made 383,191 kilowatts
with this solar ray. That’s a
good bit of power and energy.”
The
website
provides
solar generation equivalents
and equates that number to
the amount of energy needed
to power seven professional
football stadiums.
Gurlaskie
encourages
students, faculty and anyone
interested in our solar output to
visit the site and explore the data.
Regional
Chancellor
Martin Tadlock said he feels
that the new battery system
is reflective of who we are at
USF St. Petersburg.

“We are not only a place
where innovation shines,
which is appropriate with the
solar array,” Tadlock said.
“We want to become Florida’s
sustainability campus and we
want to be known for that.”
USF St. Petersburg has
made a lot of progress in
this arena, having earned
multiple Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design
(LEED) certifications that
indicate energy and resourceefficient buildings.
The St. Petersburg campus’
science warehouse labs is the
only platinum LEED certified
facility in the USF system.
The campus also has three
gold LEED certified facilities

on campus: the Science and
Technology building, the
University Student Center and
Lynn Pippenger Hall.
In 2017, The Princeton
Review designated USF St.
Petersburg as one of 375 green
colleges in the United States.
Still, Tadlock emphasized
the importance of an
individual commitment to
being more sustainable.
“I think it’s incumbent
on all of us to make some
kind of commitment to
reduce consumption, be more
sustainable in everyday life, and
have an impact on the future of
this planet,” Tadlock said.

AMY DIAZ | THE CROW’S NEST

A crowd of about 30 gathered at the top of the parking garage Friday morning to learn
about the new Tesla battery solar storage system.

CAMPUS, continued from P1
The Legislature’s surprise
decision last spring to abolish
the separate accreditation stirred
up bad memories that seemed
to underscore some of the
comments offered at the task
force’s town hall meeting.
USF
St.
Petersburg
anthropology professor Jay
Sokolovsky, who compared the
Legislature’s surprise move to
the terrorist attacks on 9/11, said
legislators pushed consolidation
through without input from
the “community it was being
imposed on.”
Now that it is underway,
he said, “it’s important to
recognize that we do some
things better here than are
done on the Tampa campus.”
Susan Churuti, a USF St.
Petersburg Campus Board
member who said her
remarks were personal and
not on behalf of the board,
recounted the decades-old
rivalry between Pinellas
and Hillsborough counties.
“Historically,
Pinellas
County has been underserved
by the university system,”
Churuti said.
She asked for “kind and
flexible” treatment of those
“caught up personally in
the consolidation.”
James Moy, dean of the SF
Tampa College of The Arts,
said his colleagues at the recent
town hall meeting in Tampa
said it would be “hugely
problematic to transfer some
of the things they have over

there to other sites” because it
would be costly.
Moy said he is more
optimistic than some of his
cohorts, and he wants to “find
some greater connection”
to the “deeply engaged
community for the arts” in
St. Petersburg.
“We are in this sort of
willy-nilly drive toward
STEM (science, technology,

engineering and math),” said
Moy. “I am not going to
speak against it – President
Genshaft is a huge advocate
for STEM.
“But it is important to
remember that innovation
never occurs in the center
… It happens in the margins,
around the edges of the mass.
It seems to me that there is
a great deal of interest here

in St. Pete on those marginal,
cranky areas of worth … I
am keen to help in any way
that I can.”
But the people at the
podium mostly talked about
the many reasons they love
USF St. Petersburg and value
the individualized education
it provides.
Shortly after the town hall
ended, Regional Chancellor

Martin Tadlock, a task force
member, grew emotional
when asked his reaction to
the meeting.
“I’ve never been more
proud in seeing those who
came here and expressed
their love for the campus and
the community,” he said.

What they said: Fresh takes from the town hall
Four faculty members, five
students, nine administrators
and 11 public representatives
who were mostly from the arts
community spoke to the USF
consolidation task force last
week. Here are highlights.
Karly Taylor, student in the
USF St. Petersburg College of
Business and resident assistant
in the housing department:
“The St. Petersburg campus
asks us to be who we are as
students, and not to apologize
for it but to have a discussion, to
create an organization, to come
on campus and make your voice
heard and to make a difference
… I ask that in times like this,
that you hear the students and
that you remember that we want
to be bold, and we want to be
heard and that doesn’t get lost in
the expansion of USF St. Pete.”

Patti Helton, USF St.
Petersburg regional vice
chancellor of student affairs:
“The issue of student access
is a heart issue for me … Many
folks are concerned that the new,
higher admissions standards will
limit Pinellas County student
access … Don’t forget Pinellas
access to higher education.”
Melanie
RiedingerWhitmore,
USF
St.
Petersburg biology chair:
“One of the things that has
been a concern to many of our
faculty is how we maintain a
wonderful teaching environment
for our students … but also at
the same time rise in research
opportunities. We need space,
we need buildings, we need
research infrastructure.
We
have some fantastic graduate

students who don’t yet have
the advantages that USF Tampa
graduate students have.”
Diane Morton, executive
director of the Warehouse Arts
District Association:
“We would like to see more
arts and culture in the curriculum
… We would just ask that you
remember both in the curriculum
as well as engagement with the
community that we are the city
of the arts and we would like to
have that represented.”
Kaeden Kelso, USF St.
Petersburg student body
president: “Most of us came
here because we wanted
those smaller classes and the
professors to really know our
names. Believe me, no one is
anonymous here … It’s more
than just a branch campus. We

have our own personality, and
we want to see that stay the way
it is.”
Michelle Madden, USF
St. Petersburg director of
institutional effectiveness
and assessment and campus
diversity officer:
“I believe the intent is
to have USF St. Petersburg
and USF Sarasota-Manatee
maintain branch campus
status and not become
instructional sites … Branch
campuses have dedicated
leadership, faculty and staff
that address location-specific
needs … Instructional sites
are considered to be merely
hosts of programs that are
administered from a remote
location.”
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Parking garage: There are rules?

By Juliet Di Preta
dipreta@mail.usf.edu

W

ere you aware that
the rules of the road
also apply to the
parking garage on campus?
Well, surprise: The road signs
in the garage are for more
than decoration and you may
soon face the consequences
of ignoring them.
The
University
Police
Department
and
Environmental Health and
Safety are aware there are
ongoing issues of navigating
the garage and are teaming
up to tackle students’ unsafe
driving habits. Officers will
soon be posted in the garage
to flag down unsafe drivers
and educate them on proper
navigation techniques.
“We’ve identified that
it is an issue, especially
right after people return to
school,” said UPD Captain
Robert Yawn. “When they
leave the parking garage,
they’re in a hurry to get
home or get wherever
they’re going.”
UPD decided that it
wanted to get past the first
few weeks of school before
cracking down on the rules
and tying up traffic in the
garage. However, don’t
be scared if an officer

does flag you down. They
have decided to take the
approach of education
rather than enforcement.
“What we want to do
is make it a positive thing
instead of standing out and
writing tickets,” Yawn said.
“If we see a violation, we
will flag them down and
then try to explain to them
that there is a better way to
do things.”
Officers will hand out
flyers, which will include
safety tips and rules for the
garage to inform students
of their violation and other
potential issues without
them getting into trouble
with the law.
“This is going to be a
continued effort,” Yawn
said. “Not necessarily every
week or every three weeks,
but we are going to have to
do something where we do
it on a recurring basis so it
maintains awareness.”
Yawn also stated that
UPD has been planning
on doing this not only for
safety, but also in an effort
to have officers engage with
the students and faculty.
“It’s a chance to be
viewed in a more positive
light,” Yawn said.

PRESIDENT, continued from P1
Byron Shinn
Byron Shinn is based in
Manatee County working with
the USF Sarasota-Manatee
Campus Board and Community
Leadership Council. Shinn
graduated from USF with a
Bachelor of Arts in accounting.
He’s partner-in-charge of the
Bradenton and Sarasota offices
of Alabama-based Carr, Riggs &
Ingram LLC.
John Ramil
John Ramil, the longestserving member on the BOT,
has a long list of credentials
after graduating with a master’s
degree in engineering from the
university. He’s included in
many boards, with companies
like Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Florida, the Moffitt Cancer
Center Institute and Edison
Electric Institute.
Darlene Jordan
Jordan serves on the Florida
Board of Governors. Receiving
Palm Beach Atlantic University’s
Women of Distinction Award in
March 2017 for her commitment
to her community and educational
causes, Jordan’s impact reaches
across the East Coast of the
U.S. from Boston – previously
working as assistant attorney
general for the Massachusetts
Office of the Attorney General,
where she served in the Insurance
Fraud Division from 1996 to
1999 – to Tampa Bay, working
with USF as the co-chair of the
Financial Aid Campaign and of
the successfully completed $500
million comprehensive campaign.
Rhea Law
A past board chair and USF
alumna, Law is a founding
member of the USF BOT, where

she was the first and only female
chair. She was on the search
committee that hired Genshaft
in 2000.
Debbie Nye Sembler
A Pinellas county resident,
Sembler is the former chair of
USF St. Petersburg’s Campus
Board and a former trustee.
“I think that it’s very
important with all the things
going on across the system,
including consolidation, having
a little bit of understanding of the
students and the faculty on (the
St. Petersburg) campus,” Lamb
said of Sembler.
Frederick “Rick” Piccolo
A USF Sarasota-Manatee
campus board member, Piccolo
serves on the consolidation task
force. He has been the president
and CEO of the Sarasota
Bradenton International Airport
(SRQ) since 1995.
Braulio Colón
Colón is a USF alumnus
and chair-elect of the USF
Alumni Association’s Board of
Directors. He earned a Bachelor
of Arts in mass communication
and Africana studies in 2003
and a master’s in public
administration in 2010.
George Morgan
A resident of Manatee
County, Morgan helped elevate
and accelerate the university’s
brand. He is an alumnus and
serves as the chair of the USF
Foundation Board of Directors.
Anddrikk Frazier
Frazier is former student
basketball player at USF and also
serves on the consolidation task
force. He is the founder of the
USF Black Leadership Network.
Dr. Charles Stanish

Garage tips and rules
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Don’t speed. Speed limit is 5 mph
Yield to pedestrians walking in garage
Stop at stop signs
Make right hand turns only (except Level 2 when exiting)
Watch for vehicles backing out
Stay alert when backing out
Drive with lights on in the garage
Compact spaces are not for trucks & large SUV’s
Park in center of space not over the lines
No vehicles can park in motorcycle area
All vehicles must display a valid permit
Only park in designated area where permit allows
Don’t sleep in vehicle with motor running
Don’t leave valuables in vehicles
Keep windows up and doors locked
No bicycling, skateboarding, or roller blading in garage
Follow posted rules
Be patient

Stanish is an anthropology
professor at USF Sciences and
is the executive director of the
USF Institute for the Advanced
Study of Culture and the
Environment. He is a member
of the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences and the
National Academy of Sciences.
Robert D. Frisina, Ph. D
Frisina is a USF professor in
medical engineering, chemical
and biological engineering,
and communication sciences
and disorders. He is the
acting chair of USF’s medical
engineering department.
Dr. Kathy Weedman
Arthur
Arthur is a tenured faculty
member and researcher at USF
St. Petersburg. A recipient of
National Science Foundation
and National Endowment
for the Humanities research
grants, Arthur discovered the
first ancient human genome
sequence in Africa and has been
internationally acclaimed.
Shaquille Kent
Kent is the student government
vice president at USF Tampa and
the only student on the search
committee. He is a marketing and
supply chain management major
and is an international student
from Trinidad and Tobago.
Timeline
The Board of Trustees
will hire a search firm this
week to aid in the presidential
selection process.
“We are not delegating
any authority to the search
committee,” Lamb said.
“The board will be making
the final decisions.”
October-November: The
search committee will meet at

least three times. They will meet
with the search firm to discuss
process, criteria and expectations
for the role as well as monetary
compensation. They will review
reports and candidates.
November- December: Data
from the search firm will be
reviewed by search committee.
January-March:
The
search
committee
will
review applications and
select candidates for oncampus interviews.
February: There will be
a robust interview process
on campus.
February-March:
The
search committee will present
to the BOT.
March-April: The search
committee will meet with with
Board of Governors to confirm the
selection and recommendation.
At a press conference
Sept. 10 Genshaft spoke

about USF’s “unprecedented”
trajectory,
including
achievements such as the
university’s
preeminence
status, its new chapter of Phi
Beta Kappa and this year’s
freshman class, which is
the most prestigious in the
university’s history.
Genshaft said that her
and her husband Steven
Greenbaum have been thinking
about her retirement since May.
She plans to stay in the Tampa
Bay area.
“I know that the USF
community around us, our
strong leadership team, our
great and supportive fantastic
Board of Trustees will ensure
that we keep pushing forward
as we reach even greater heights
at the University of South
Florida,” Genshaft said.

JONAH HINEBAUGH| THE CROW’S NEST

Stephanie Goforth (center) attended Judy Genshaft’s
press conference Sept. 10 where Genshaft confirmed her
retirement. It was announced Friday that Goforth would be
on the search committee.
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Get the scoop on the downtown loop
By Martha Rhine

martharhine@mail.usf.edu

D

owntown
St.
Petersburg has no
shortage
of
hip
restaurants, bars, worldclass
museums,
quirky
shops and waterfront parks
to explore. Need a ride?
Getting around is easy when

you hop aboard the big red
and yellow trolley with
the arch-top windows and
wooden benches inside, the
Downtown Looper.
Did you know USF St.
Petersburg students ride for
cheap? So cheap, it’s free.
Just show a valid school ID.
The closest stop to
campus is on Sixth Avenue

MARTHA RHINE | THE CROW’S NEST

The Downtown Looper has old-fashioned charm with
wooden benches and large arch-top windows.

and Second Street South. A
detailed map of routes and
stops can be found online,
but figuring it out is as easy
as hopping in and out. It
will come to you.
Let the trolley take
you there.
Take the trolley to the
Dali Museum, to Beach
Drive, to Williams Park or
to the Sundial.
Take the trolley in the
morning and grab coffee
before lounging bayside at
North Straub Park.
Take the trolley in the
evening for bar-hopping
and people-watching along
Central Avenue.
Take the trolley for a
loop and soak up some
sights and history before
ending right back where
you started.
Did you know the Dali
Museum has walls so thick
they could withstand a
Category 5 hurricane?
The Vinoy hotel was
refurbished in the 1990s for
$93 million dollars, the public
bathrooms on Bayshore Drive
and Second Avenue North are
nicknamed “Little St. Mary’s,”
after the Catholic church on the
other side of town.
“I prefer to call it Little
St. John’s,” said trolley
driver Ken Demant. Little
St. John’s, get it?
Did you know the Tampa
Bay Times was once the
St. Petersburg Times and
before that the Evening
Independent? Back in 1910,
it began a “Sunshine Offer,”
giving away free papers

MARTHA RHINE | THE CROW’S NEST

Trolley driver Ken Demant points out interesting buildings,
popular restaurants and other downtown attractions during
a ride on the Looper.

for every day the sun did
not shine in this “sunshine
city.” In 76 years, the paper
was free just 296 times.
The
trolley
driver
rehashes these interesting
bits as he winds his way
through the busy downtown.
A right turn here, a left
there, Demant points and
eyes follow.
You could call an Uber
to drive you from point A

to point B, but what would
be special about that? Hop
on board the Downtown
Looper, relax and enjoy the
city for free. The trolley
will get you there in classic
St. Petersburg style. Now
you know.

The collection rambles over local art
By Bryce Lawson
Contributor

I

t’s hard to drive through
downtown St. Petersburg
without coming across a
mural, but the area is known
for more than its colorful
walls. The Collection is
here to help expose students
more fully to the art scene.
On the second Saturday
of every month, the USF
St. Petersburg club meets at
the Student Life Center and
provides free tours from 5 to
9 p.m. through the program
City
Rambles,
which
showcases the local art
galleries around downtown
St. Petersburg.
“The goal of the tours are
to share all the great local art
St. Pete has to offer with the
students,” said Antonio Permuy,
president of The Collection at
USF St. Petersburg.
The guided tours around
the loop will be a great
opportunity for students
to gain a new appreciation
and for art without feeling
overwhelmed by it.
The art walks will take
students from the Waterfront
Art District all the way
through the Warehouse Art

District and back with stops
along the way.
Some of the galleries
highlighted in the tour
are the Duncan McClellan
Gallery and Clay Center of
St. Petersburg.
Often, locals only think
about the Dali Museum or
the Chihuly Collection when
it comes to the art scene
around the area. For those
looking for art that differs
from just paintings, many of
the stops on the tour focus on
outstanding glass and clay
sculpture work from some
of the area’s best artists.
The Collection aims to
build an art community for
the university. Ann Wykell,
the campus’ public art
consultant, has spearheaded
many of the club’s projects,
including the the new murals
located in the Student Life
Center atrium and ONE St.
Petersburg, 100 First Avenue
N, along with other work that
students have contributed to
give the university a more
artistic feel.
For more information, visit
The Collection’s Facebook page
at “The Collection USFSP.”
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The Collection club hosts a free tour every second Saturday from 5 to 9 p.m. to engage
students in the local art scene.
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Hozier stays true to self in new EP
By Julia Wingle
Contributor

I

rish indie singer Andrew
Hozier-Byrne made himself
known as Hozier in the
music industry in 2013 when
he released his EP “Take Me
To Church.”
Following this release came
his debut studio album in 2014.
The self-titled project attracted
a huge following, leaving fans
craving more.
The wait was finally over
Sept. 6.
After four years, Hozier
released a four-song EP titled
“Nina Cried Power.” The EP
captured the power and elegance
of Hozier’s style, including his
Celtic flare.
Fans were pleased to know
that the EP was just a taste of
what is coming in his next fulllength album, said to be released
in early 2019.
Some artists fall into a trap
of trying to fit a more popular
sound after their first successful
album. Fortunately, Hozier
isn’t one of these artists.
The EP shared an elaborate
message about the state

of the world today while
still incorporating Hozier’s
personal style flawlessly.
The song “Nina Cried
Power” is a moving duo
between Hozier and gospel
singer Mavis Staples. Two
strong voices tell a story of
power in the modern world.
Prior to the release, it was
uncertain if the subject of his
new music would be political.
Listeners can rest assured
that Hozier is still concerned
with social issues related
to power and love. This
EP demonstrates his use of
music to share messages
about the problems of the
world we live in.
Each song flows together
seamlessly with enough
variation to keep the
listener engaged.
“NFWMB” is a dulcet
song that resembles “It
Will Come Back” from his
self-titled album. Despite
this comparison, listeners
should not expect his deep
and bold vocals on this
track. This song is delicate
in relation to some of

COURTESY OF ISLAND RECORDS

After four years without an album Hozier released on Sept. 6 an EP titled “Nina Cried
Power.”

Hozier’s earlier music.
Following that song is
“Moment’s Silence,” which
is fast-paced and upbeat in
comparison to the previous
song. The contrast of sounds
builds a wave of responses
from the listener.
The EP comes to a close

with “Shrike.” This song
gives everyone a feel for
Hozier’s roots. The strong
Irish flare stands out, though
the track is less lyrical than
some of his other music.
Hozier left the world
questioning
when
new
music would be released for

a long time.
The long wait was worth
it for what may be some
of the best music to hit the
indie scene in 2018.

“The Predator” is dumb, but bloody dumb fun
By Anthony Nolfi
Contributor

T

he monstrous hunter of
the biggest game in the
galaxy returns for another
bloody romp, and this time,
there’s no Schwarzenegger or
Alien to stop him.
From “Iron Man 3” director
Shane Black, “The Predator,”
released Sept. 14, is the fourth
film in the series defined by
its titular monster: a hulking
creature that hunts for sport,
usually making Earth its
favorite vacation spot.
The first movie from 1987
focused on a group of elite
military units plunging headfirst
into enemy territory to rescue
hostages, only to wind up in
a battle of survival against an
unknown adversary from the
stars.
The film was a machoman fest with Schwarzenegger
leading his squad, firing guns
and rockets and spouting quips,
leading to a final confrontation
between him and the Predator.
“The Predator” takes many
elements, including memorable
quotes, from the first film but
incorporates its own brand of
over-the-top science fiction
action to give itself its own
identity.
A rogue Predator arrives
on Earth, only for his gear to
be stolen by Quinn McKenna
(Boyd Halbrook), a soldier,
while the alien is taken by
scientists for study. Halbrook’s
character is later quarantined
due to what he saw and placed
among other former soldiers,
who later became the main
squad fighting against the
Predator.

Throw in the corrupt
military researchers who want
to use the alien technology for
their own purposes, McKenna’s
son Rory, who gets the rogue
Predator’s gear and learns to
use it, and another, much larger
Predator arriving on scene, and
you have one crammed flick.
Normally, an oversized
story such as this would be
deemed too chaotic and too
cramped for one film. However,
the film does its best to juggle
the elements together until each
converge and make sense of
one another.
Take, for instance, Rory.
In his introduction, the tone
and feel of the movie take a
complete 180, showing that
McKenna’s son has autism and
being picked on in school.
It doesn’t feel like it should
be a part of a science fiction
movie with an alien who takes
human spines as trophies.
Yet, once the son picks up
the Predator’s gear, it becomes
rather clever, showcasing that
the autism he suffers from
is actually a gift, rather than
a hindrance, which ends up
becoming a core component of
the film.
The film’s comedy was also
surprisingly enjoyable.
The soldiers showed
personality
by
taking
shots at one another and
constantly quipping.
However,
when
the
Predator is out running
amuck, they buckle down
and show they can mean
business when they want to.
It’s
refreshing,
considering
big
teams

that joke around a lot
can get on the audiences’
nerves quickly, but these
guys never overstay their
welcome.
Even
the
nefarious
government boss, played by
Sterling K. Brown, cracks a
number of jokes and almost
makes you forget that he’s
one of the antagonists in the
story.
Speaking of, the Predator
itself returns to form,
carving a bloody, brutal
path as it attempts to reclaim
its
stolen
equipment.
The practical effects are
extraordinary and its escape
from the military base is
entertainingly gory and
carnage-filled.
With each addition to
this series, the lore of the
Predator is expanded upon,
and this film is no different.
It entertains the idea
of Predators upgrading
themselves to grow stronger
and survive on other hostile
worlds, as well as a closer
relationship
between
humans and the Predator
species themselves.
These ideas are presented
within comics and stories
outside the films, so it’s
really up to the moviegoer
to tell if it’s an interesting
idea or just plain goofy.
That’s an overall good
feeling to “The Predator”
— interesting ideas caught
within a goofy, gory action
film with aliens and soldiers
and explosions.
It’s an entertaining film
for sure, and one that lends

itself to sequels later down
the line. While it doesn’t
live up to the original film,
it gives itself a unique
identity with some dumb

fun that’s enough to be
enjoyed on its own merit.
4/5 stars.
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“The Predator,” released Sept. 14, unleashes a goofy, gory
action-packed plot with a unique identity.
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Anxiety doesn’t only affect us; celebrities fight it too
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texts unresponded for days
and not reading her books,
all out of fear. Fear of what?
Not being talented enough -being an imposter.
I’ll admit to dealing with
the same issue.
Sometimes, I think I’m
kidding myself by choosing
journalism as my career when
I often avoid tough situations
and love observing people
more than talking to them. It’s
probably why I involve myself
in all kinds of journalism
every now and then to further
convince myself that I’m not
good enough and need to do
something else.
Beetz told the NYT
another part of her imposter
syndrome is the worry of
filling the “brown quota”
when she’s casted for a role.
Actors of color have long
been underrepresented —
or heavily typecast — in
entertainment, but in recent
years,
criticism
directed
toward casting directors has
finally caught up to this.
She shows a level of
realness that entertainers rarely
publicly show. Beetz even says
she’s not sure about being so

honest in the interview.
Many of us only get to
know celebrities through social
media or interviews, and that
breeds the idea that they are
happy and living their best
lives all the time. But between
one post last night and another
this morning, life, exciting or
boring, happened. And Beetz
doesn’t hold back about the
anxiety that she struggles with,
but people may not see.
She effectively confirms
this: Celebrities don’t leave
their anxiety behind once they
achieve success.
In fact, they experience the
same issues us normal folk do,
but from behind a mask that’s
supposed to make them happy
and grateful.
Besides
celebrities,
so many regular people
publicly give off the “I’m
well adjusted, productive and
happy” impression, yet are
privately paralyzed by anxiety
and fear. I know I do.
So cut yourself and your
favorite celebrity some slack,
leave the facade behind and
speak your anxious truth. You
may be surprised how many
people can relate.

Comics: more than just leisure reading

Brianna Rodriguez
Arts & Life Editor

Amy Diaz
Staff Writer

Of all the negatives
that come with that sort of
environment, ratcheting up
someone’s anxiety is probably
the most underestimated
one. “Ugh, they’re famous.
They made it. Isn’t this what
they wanted? Why are they
complaining?” I can hear the
murmurs already.
But read through actress
Zazie
Beetz’s
recent
interview with the New York
Times and it’s easy to see a
celebrity’s struggle of being
famous and anxious.
Beetz’s claim to fame
was her role as Vanessa
“Van” Keefer on TV series
“Atlanta.” She’s been open
about her anxiety, which
she’s dealt with since her teen
years, in past interviews. In
March, she penned a firstperson essay about it for
Glamour magazine.
In another incredibly honest
interview, it’s surprising to see
that she needs little prompting
from her interviewer, NYT
editor Aisha Harris, to ramble
on about her anxiety.
In the NYT and Glamour,
Beetz, 27, admits to having
panic attacks on set, leaving

By Salvador Castillo
Freshman criminology
major
castillos1@mail.usf.edu

W

hen people hear
the phrase “comic
books,” one of two
things happens. They’ll either
groan and roll their eyes,
classing comics as reading
material for children, or
they’ll get flustered and say
they want to get into comics
but are put off by the amount
of issues and continuity they
see as necessary.
However, I’ve decided
to prove two points here:
that comics are a legitimate
form of literature, and that
there are plenty of comic
books that aren’t for children
and don’t make you read
hundreds of issues for the
sake of “continuity.”
First, comics have evolved
over the years since their first
inception. It’s much more
extensive than Marvel and
DC. We now have Image
Comics and Dark Horse
Comics. Marvel and DC’s
libraries have also expanded.
In recent years, graphic
novels, similar to regular

novels but told through the
comic book medium, have
become popular.
A reliable example of this is
Alan Moore’s timeless classic
“Watchmen.” It shook the very
foundations of the medium,
pushed the boundaries of what
could be portrayed in comics
and was one of the first comic
books to land on the New York
Times bestseller list.
Let’s not forget that some
high-profile writers have
worked on graphic novels
and comic books, such as
Neil Gaiman, the writer of
“American Gods,” “Coraline”
and “The Graveyard Book,”
who wrote the popular DC
series “The Sandman.”
Stephen King also worked
on “American Vampire” for
the better part of its first major
arc. And then there’s the comic
writers who are held in high
regard even among the circles
of regular writers, like Brian
K. Vaughan, known for “Ex
Machina,” “Saga,” “Paper
Girls” and “Y: The Last Man”;
Garth Ennis, known for his
“Punisher MAX” series, “The
Boys” and “Preacher,” which
was adapted into a TV show
by AMC.
Perhaps
the
most
recognizable figure, Robert
Kirkman, who created the
source material for “The
Walking Dead” and “Outcast,”
has also developed plenty of
other titles like “Invincible”
and “Oblivion Song.”
All of these people are
incredibly good writers, with
catalogs of work that are easy
to keep up with.
Secondly, the idea that
comic books are for kids

is ridiculous. Just like any
form of media, the creator’s
intentions determine whether
the material is PG or R rated.
So for the sake of
perspective, I’m going to
start listing and describing a
few examples of comics with
some mature subject matter.
First off, Alan Moore.
His body of work is
extensive, but the series
he’s most closely associated
with is “Watchmen.” The
series focuses on a world
where
superheroes
are
commonplace, yet have
been outlawed for a few
years, and then someone
starts killing them off.
Then after Moore, there’s
Garth Ennis, who is often
associated
with
either
“The Boys” or “Preacher.”
“The Boys” shows a world
of superheroes in a more
realistic way, where most let
fame get to their heads and
commit terrible atrocities,
fully displayed and colored
in this one, which makes it
necessary to create a special
super-powered police unit
known as “The Boys.”
After that, I’d suggest
picking up and reading
“Powers” by Brian Michael
Bendis, which is something
similar to Ennis’ “The Boys,”
yet it takes on a whole different
set of themes.
There are also modern
classics like “Chew” by
John Layman, or one of
DC’s Vertigo imprint great
series “DMZ.”
The point is, most of
these comics tackle some
pretty
mature
topics,
ranging from the reality

and brutality of superheroes
being commonplace to those
that are more subtle, such as
how far humans would go to
survive when put in the right
set of circumstances.
Each and every one of
the titles I mentioned here is
crafted with the same nuanced
characters, tense narratives
and emotional connections
you can find in any other
conventional novel.
In comics, when your
favorite
character
goes
through a moment of intense
pain or despair, you get to
see it in full display, panel by
panel. So in a way, comics
are more of an emotional slog
than a regular book, where
you have to visualize every
detail in your mind.
The best way to prove my
point is to get you to read
graphic novels and comics.
And if you’re worried about
the cost of going out and
buying comics, don’t be. The
ones that I mentioned here are
all available online, to read at
the pace you want.
And if you’re like me and
prefer the feel of a physical copy
of a book, you can find plenty
of volumes of comics at local
libraries. “Hellboy” volumes are
available in USF St. Petersburg’s
library, and there are volumes
of Preacher available across
multiple libraries.
However, if you want
to support creators in their
efforts, then you should do a
quick Google search for your
nearest comics store. You may
find something that suits your
tastes, if not at first, eventually.
It’s all about asking the right
kind of questions.
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A conversation on conservation UPD officer of the week
By Emily Wunderlich
ewunderlich@mail.usf.edu

F

or USF St. Petersburg,
a campus situated on
Bayboro Harbor, water
is a part of everyday life.
That’s why the Florida
Humanities Council is hosting
“Our Water, Our Florida,” a
dialogue between two experts
addressing the questions
and challenges associated
with one of Florida’s most
important resources.
On Sept. 27, Cynthia
Barnett and Jack E. Davis

will share key passages
from their books and answer
questions about the future of
Florida’s water.
“Students here at USFSP
are going to be very important
in terms of helping to answer
some of these questions,” said
Keith Simmons, programming
coordinator of the FHC. “We
think it’s important to come
into contact with these ideas
and consider how we can
come up with solutions that
work for all Floridians.”
Barnett is an environmental
journalist whose work has been
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Cynthia Barnett and Jack E. Davis, both of whom have
published works on the environment, will offer their
expertise during a forum Sept. 27. The two will address water
conservation as it applies to the Tampa Bay area.

published in The New York
Times, National Geographic
and the Wall Street Journal.
She will discuss her latest
book, “Rain,” which covers
the history of rain and its
cultural significance.
Simmons called Barnett
“a force to be reckoned with
in this arena” and lauded the
lyrical nature of her writing.
Davis is a professor of
environmental history and
sustainable studies at the
University of Florida. His
book, “The Gulf: The Making
of an American Sea,” covers
the Gulf of Mexico and its
relationship with civilization.
Davis has also written
about Marjory Stoneman
Douglas, a journalist and
conservationist who defended
the Everglades from drainage
and
development.
Two
schools in south Florida
are named in her honor: an
elementary school in Miami
and a high school in Parkland.
Simmons hopes the talk
will challenge all students
— not just environmental
science majors — to explore
the water around them and
look at it in a different light.
“I think you’re getting
two individuals who both
operate in the same sort of
circle,” he said. “What we
think audiences will get is a
fly on the wall conversation
between two interesting
people on things that matter
to all of us.”
The free event will
take place Sept. 27 in the
University Student Center
ballrooms. Book sales will
begin at 5:30 p.m. and the
program will start at 6. For
more information or to RSVP,
visit https://floridahumanities.
org/what-we-do/our-waterour-florida/.

By Juliet Di Preta
dipreta@mail.usf.edu

A

lexandria
Jones,
29, is the honorary
officer
of
the
week. She has worked in
dispatch at the University
Police Department as a
communications specialist
for five years.
Before joining the team
at USF. St. Petersburg,
she worked for the Tampa
Police Department. Seeking
a slower law enforcement
work environment is what
brought her to the ‘Burg.
“My godmother worked
for Orlando Police for 25
years and after I graduated
undergrad
and
needed
money, she suggested I
take the test for a dispatch
position and the rest is
history,” Jones said.
A career at UPD isn’t what
Jones is seeking as her end
game, though.
“Working in police
dispatch wasn’t a goal of
mine. It was more or less a job
- like a stepping stone really,”
she said.
Jones
received
her
undergraduate degree in
mass communications from
USF Tampa and earned her
master’s degree last month
in digital journalism with a
certificate in food writing
and photography from USF
St Petersburg. She launched
her blog, “The Frugalista
Life,” in February, and has
big dreams for it as it grows.
“My ultimate goal in life is
to work for myself and have
my blog make money,” Jones
said. “Or I would like to be
a personality on a cooking
show or a food network.”
While her coworkers and
the officers at UPD will miss
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Alexandria Jones works
for UPD as a dispatcher.
She is a fellow Bull, having
attended both USF Tampa
and USF St. Petersburg.

her when she’s a big star,
they support her dreams to
move on to other things.
“They
were
actually
really supportive when I was
in school, and then I was
actually on TV back in May
on Tampa Bay Morning Blend
for my blog,” Jones said. “My
supervisor actually watched
it. He put it on his DVR, so I
was really excited about that.”
Jones believes that it is
important to humanize the
police force on campus.
“I like being able to show
the students that ‘Hey, we’re
not out to get you and we’re
not here to scare you,’” she
said. “Plus, there’s not a lot
of us. You’ll see the same
faces, and you’ll get used to
them and you’ll get to know
them on a personal level
where you feel comfortable
going up to them.”
Jones wants students on
campus to know that if you
call with an emergency,
everything will be OK.

W hat to do t h i s week: Sept . 1 7 - Se pt. 2 3
By Brianna Rodriguez
blrodriguez@mail.usf.edu
MONDAY
Get fit with Core Strength
and Sculpt from 12:15 to 1
p.m. in the Fitness Center.
Arrive 5 minutes early and
bring water.
Need to stretch after you
sculpt? Relieve stress with
Restorative Yoga at the
Fitness Center from 5 to 6
p.m. Arrive 5 minutes early
and bring water.
End your Monday with live
music and food at Hideaway
Cafe, 1756 Central Ave.,
featuring the band Someday
Honey. The doors for the
free show open at 6 p.m.

and it begins at 7:30.
TUESDAY
If note-taking is a difficult
task, then this workshop is for
you. The Academic Success
Center is hosting a Learning
Workshop: Note taking 101
from 5 to 6 p.m. that focuses
on lecture note-taking.
Cheer on your favorite
Intramural soccer team at
the Rec Field from 6 to 9 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
Citations are not easy,
especially
if
citation
generators fail you. The
Academic Success Center

teaches students how to
create correct citations with
less stress at the center’s
writing workshop from 3 to
4 p.m.
THURSDAY
If you are looking
to support the LGBTQ
community, the Wellness
Center and Office of
Multicultural Affairs are
teaming up to provide a
Safe Ally Certification
Training from 5 to 8 p.m.
in SLC 2101. Participants
must sign up prior to the
training, which is limited
to 25 students. Those who
attend will receive a Safe
Ally Certification and 500
Pete Points.

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Are you a fan of the
pigskin, but not a fan of
being tackled? Sign up for
Intramural Flag Football.
Registration opens Friday
on
www.imleagues.com/
USFSP. The season runs
from Oct. 6 to Nov. 8.
Games take place Tuesdays
at 6 p.m.

Take the trolley and
explore museums downtown
free of charge for Arts
Alive! Free Museum Day.
Many of the museums and
art venues in downtown St.
Petersburg are participants.
For a list of participants go
to http://events.stpete.org/
events/5601.

Enjoyed
Rec
Fest?
STamPete’d (yes, we spelled
that correctly) is the campus
housing’s spin off of Rec Fest.
Each student will receive a
passport to collect stamps
from each location. It will
take place from 3:30 to 8:30
p.m. throughout Campus
Recreation facilities.

SUNDAY
Do
you
like
your
scrambled eggs accompanied
by copious amounts of
champagne
and
orange
juice? The Oyster Bar,
249 Central Ave. N, serves
brunch from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Enjoy $13 bottomless
mimosas and $18 bottomless
bloody marys.
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Renovations have started at State Theatre
By James Bennett III
Contributor

A

n aging, chalk-white
building sits at 687
Central Ave.
The architectural influences
of the facade exaggerate the
building’s age and give the
impression that its original
architects lived simultaneously
in 19th century France and 1920s
New York.
Reliefs of bronze-painted
eagles hover just outside the
building’s ornamental buttresses,
glass bricks on either side of the
doors blur the interior and neon
lights illuminate the boxy roof
after sunset.
The crimson marquee perched
upon the pale exterior, which
usually advertises upcoming
events, is covered by a sign that
reads “Exciting renovations &
improvements are under way.
Please check our website regularly
for upcoming shows.”
The State Theatre is getting
a makeover.
Multiple developers have
been interested in repurposing
State the past few years, but
plenty of St. Petersburg residents
believe the venue should be
conserved.
Kevin Chadwick, a third
generation local, was among
the residents who felt it
wasn’t quite time to let go of
the notorious St. Petersburg
institution
which
has
showcased internationally
recognized musicians such
as Chick Corea and Twenty

One Pilots.
Chadwick
purchased
State Theatre with a
family-owned trust for $2.1
million over the summer and
announced that he planned to
“invest up to an additional $1
million” in renovations.
“(State’s) been kept together
for 40 years with duct tape and
a prayer,” said General Manager
Kendra Marolf. She added that
she considered Chadwick such a
perfect fit that she fears she may
have manifested him, and that
if she says his name too many
times he’ll disappear.
State’s previous owners ran
out of steam after dealing with
St. Petersburg’s fire marshal,
who had uncovered 30 safety
code violations in 2016 and cut
the capacity from 700 to 400.
After capacity fell, a number
of previously booked events
were forced to relocate, costing
the venue’s owners roughly
$200,000 in 2017.
The previous owners felt that
it was time to find someone who
could breathe new life into the
venue, so in December 2016,
they exercised a stipulation
in their long-term lease that
allowed them to advertise State’s
independent owned business and
the venue’s property.
The venue’s renovations
began shortly after Chadwick
purchased State.
They began with fixing the
remainder of safety issues the fire
marshal found in 2016, including
a $10,000 door mechanism and
getting the green room and its
exit up to code.

Before Chadwick purchased
the building, he had the fire
marshal lead an inspection to
uncover any remaining safety
hazards.
About halfway through one
of the following inspections, the
fire marshal began pointing out
things that could be renovated to
increase State’s capacity: Raise
an entryway in one spot for 15
more people, truncate something
else for an additional 20.
Now State’s goal is to surpass
the original occupancy and reach
a capacity of about 800.
“(The fire marshal) was
literally part of the solution
and that was pretty cool,”
Chadwick said, adding that the
fire department and the city love
State’s team because they kept a
dialogue about repairing safety
hazards and making safety their
first priority.
After
making
those
improvements, Chadwick’s team
of Boyd Construction, Gilmore
Design, and architect Jack
Bodziak will shift its attention to
the equipment and cosmetics of
the venue.
Some of the mechanics will
be repurposed, the light and
sound equipment will be updated
and the stage will be renovated
so that it can accommodate
different events, such as fashion
shows or weddings.
Furthermore,
Chadwick’s
team plans on installing a new
blade-style digital marquee,
one that will pay homage to the
original sign while reflecting
today’s technological advances.
As an added bonus,
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The popular venue State Theater is under renovation
to meet city code requirements and is scheduled to be
completed in 2019.

Chadwick’s team plans on
renovating State’s four bars.
Some of the downstairs
bars will be consolidated
and redesigned as a circular
art-deco bar.
The upper level bar will
imitate the one downstairs, but
will be halved and serve the
VIP lounge.
The renovations, which were
originally going to be installed
in three phases, have been
streamlined to make them as
quick as possible.
The first two phases, which
focused on the main theater,
bars and equipment, have been
consolidated into one phase.
The second phase will
focus on the balcony area and

transforming it into a proper
“VIP experience.”
The
renovations
are
scheduled to be completed by the
first quarter of 2019.
Although neither Marolf
or Chadwick could comment
on the acts they contacted,
they assured that they were
seeking out some “really cool
experiences and events.”
The
building,
which
housed a bank prior to the
Great Depression, has already
gone through a number of
changes. For a while it was a
speakeasy jazz club and then
a movie theater before finally
becoming in 1991 the venue
we know today.

Take me out to the Rays game, take me out to the Trop
By Alec Arroyo
Contributor

C

oming out of the tunnel
behind home plate, only
one thought crossed my
mind: “This is my first step to
becoming a sports journalist.”

Tony
Silvia’s
sports
journalism class consists of
eight people, including myself,
and we had the opportunity to
not only observe batting practice
from the field and interview
players during warmups, but
also watch the game from the
press box.
“Students learn better from

experiences,” Silvia said of the
trip to Tropicana Field. “It’s
about working connections
and relationships.”
The trip allowed us to do
exactly that. We met writers
from different media outlets who
cover the Rays on a daily basis,
and we got to pick their brains
and see the way they go about
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Eight students got a behind the scenes look of the sports journalism world at the Rays vs.
Cleavland Indians game Sept. 10.

their jobs.
“(I) got insight into how the
business works,” said Michael
Moore, a senior journalism and
digital communication major, of
his experience Sept. 10.
Before the first pitch, we
made our way into the press box
directly behind home plate.
Because of the class size, we
were given the opportunity to
not only experience the game
from the press box, but from the
broadcast booth as well.
Silvia spoke to Rays’
broadcaster Dewayne Staats, a
longtime friend of his, and he
was gracious enough to allow
us to come into their booth. We
went in groups of three, and
experienced a live broadcast
with our peers.
“I wasn’t expecting it to
be as thorough as it was,”
said Coleman Barber, a
senior journalism and digital
communication major.
Getting the chance to sit in
the broadcast booth with Staats
and his co-host, Brian Anderson
during the game was such a
unique experience, one that we
will remember for a lifetime.
“This was an instance where
class size mattered,” Silvia said.
The trip wasn’t just about
the experience, however. We

were on a deadline set by Silvia
to write a story about the game,
and we had to finish it that night
before leaving.
Toward the end of the game,
most of us felt good about the
directions of our stories until JiMan Choi, 27-year-old Rays first
baseman, hit a walkoff home run
to end the game at 6-5.
“It was a pivotal moment,”
Silvia said of the late game
heroics. “(As writers) you have
to adapt; you have to change.”
That lesson sunk in as
we were forced to adjust as
quickly as the ball left the
park, it helped us understand
the flexibility needed to
become a sports journalist.
“This was one of the more
challenging
assignments,”
Barber said.
It forced us to think on our
toes. We had a blueprint for our
stories and then, in an instant,
all of our story ideas went out
the window and we now had to
rethink our angles.
That type of hands-on
experience was something you
cannot get in a classroom. It can
only be experienced from being
in the right place at the right time
and that night we were in the
right place.
“To go to this was very

